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Dear Bob: 


Many thanks for your letter of 20 January. <A copy of the Panel 
report, liste of personnel concerned and evidence received are being 
forwarded to you via another channel, 


The report is on ites way up the ledder with our ecncurrence sad 
conclusions end recomendations. I do not believe that a rump Panel 
meeting will be indicated next week. However, we shall hope te see 
you Friday afterncos, 6 February, to bring you up to date on official 
action. Fred's memo has been d@jayed in completion but will be 
available at that time. Aetion ds being taken om the requests in 
your telegram of 22 i. 


And so, until next week. 


Cordially yours, 


; Sioned: H. Marshall Chadw al! 
Distribution: H. Marshall Chadwell 
pak. ee po 
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: your request to be kept informed of any progress in 
the probdlex of ‘vnidentified flying objects,” this letter will bring 
you up to date. 


Last November, the section of the Air Technical Intelligence Center 


We were fortunate to obtain the services of especially qualified 
men, I believe you will agrees. Enclosed for your information are copies 
of the report submitted by the Panel end related material. We concur in 
the conclusions and recommendations of the Panel, and are forwarding the 
report to eppropriate authorities. Since the problems related to this 
subject appear to be operational rather than intelligence in nature, we 
will be concerned only indirectly in the future. However, if there are 
any developments in which we believe you might be interested, we shall 
inform you. Incidentally, knowledge of any interest of CIA in the subject 
of "flying saucers” has been carefally restricted, in view of probable 
misunderstanding if it were publicly inom. 


With best wishes, 
Coréially yours, 


Signed: oH. PAarshal! Chacon tt 


M. Marshall Chadwell 
Assistent Mrector 
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Purpose 
Pert I: History of Meetings of Panel 
Part IIs Comments and Suggestions of Panel 


General 

On Lack of Danger 

Air Force Reporting System 
Artifacts of Extraterrestiel Origin 
Tremonton, Utah, Sighting 
Potential elated Denwera 


Geographic Locations of Unexplainsd 
' Sightings 


Instrumentation to’ Obtain Data 
Radar Problem of Mutual Interference 
Unexplained Cosmic Ray Phenomena 
Educational Program 

Unofficial Investigating Groups 


RPUSSse ke GEE woos a we F 


Inerease in Humber of Sightings 
Report of Panel Tab A 
list of Personnel Concerned with Mectings Tab B 
List of Dosumentary Byidence Presented Tab G 
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26 Pebruary 1953 


| MEMORANDUM FORs Asaletant Direster for Seientifie Intolligense 


s Report of Mostings of the Office of Selentific 
Intelligense Ecientifie Advisory Pausl en 
Unidentified Fiying Objecte, Jamary 14 - 13, 1953 


| Tho purpeze of thie msusrandua is to presents 


a, A tric? history of the meetings of the O/ST Advisory Panel. 
On Unideatified Flying Objects (Part I) 9 
b. én unefficial suppler=nt to the a@fieiel Panel Report te 
“AD/ST sotting forth comments ond suggestions of the Panel 
Weubers waich taey Lelieved ware inagpropricte for inclueler 
in the formal report (Fart II). | 
FART Tn BYSTORY oF MERPENES 
QERERAL 
After sonnideration ee the subjest of unidentified flying 
objects" at the 4 December meeting of the Intelifgense Advisory 
Cemmittes, tho folleying avtion vas agrees 
®fho Direster of Genteal Tutelligente wills 
Qo. Enlist the sarviees of selceted selentists te 
review and appraies the aveilable evidence in the 
light ef pertinent eelemtifie theordesoeco™ 
soilewiug tho delegation of this eetion to the Assistant 
Udpester for Sslenvifis Imteliigense aud preliminary investigation, 
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an Advisory Fenel 6? solested soientists was essenbled. In 
Gcoperation with the Air Teehnical Intelligence Center, casa 
histories of reported sightings and related material were 


nade available for their study ani consideration. | 
Present at the initial mootdng (0930 Wednesday, 14 January) 


25X1A 
25X1A 25X14 
(W&E Division), and the writer. Panel Member, 
‘yas absent until Friday afterncen. 
mos ere present throughout the sessions te familiarize thonselves 
25X14 


with the subject, represent the substantive interest of their 
Divisions, and assist im administrative support of the meetings. 
(A. 14st of personnel cencerned with the mectings is given in 

fab A)o 


fhe AD/SI epensd the necting, reviewing CIA interest in the 
gubject and action taken. This review included the mention of 
the 0/SI Study Group of August 1952 Po 25X1A 
culminating in the briefing of the DOI, the ATIC November 22 
briefing, 4 Déseuber IAC consideration, vieit to ATIC (Chadvell, 
ae Roe ee | » and O/SI eonsern over potential ee 
25X14 -—=««-:s=w&so natdonal security indirectly related to these sightings. 


| these potential dangers. Pellowing this 
introduction, Dr. Chadwell turned the meeting over to 
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a ~ Chairmin of the Fanel. [EE omumcrated 
the evidence available and requested consideration of specific 
reports and letters be taken by certain individuals present (Tab B). 
For example, case histories involving radar or radar end visual 
Sightings were selected for ae reports of Grean 25X1A 
Fireball phenemena, nocturnal lights, and suggested programs of 
investigation were routed to [BEBE Foltoving these ronorks, 
the motion pictures of the sightings «t Tremonton, Utah (2 July 1952) 
ani Great Falls, Montana (15 August 2950) were shown. The mosting 
adjourned at 1200. . | 
WEDNESDAY. AFTERNOON 

The sesond seatine of the Panel opened at 1400. Lt. R, 8. 
Neasham, USN, and Mr Harry Woo of the USN Photo Interpretation : 
labaratery, Anacostia, presented the remilts of their analyses of 
the films mentioned above. This analysis evoked considerable 
discussion as elaborated upon below. Besides Panel members and 
GIA personnel, Capt. E. J. Ruppelt, Dr. J, Allen Hynek ST 


25X1A 


| Ea Capt. Harry B. Smith (2ae2), and Dr. Stephan Poasony 


‘were present. 

Following the Photo Interpretation lab presentation, 
Mr. E. Je Ruppelt spoke for about 40 minutes on ATIC methods of 
handling and evaluating reports of sightings and their efforts to 
improve the quality of reports. The meeting was adjourned at 1715.0 
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THURSDAY MORNING 
The third and fourth mestings of the Panel were held Thuraday, 


15 Jamary, commencing at 0900 with a twoshour break for luncheon. 


Beaides Panel members and CIA personnel, Mr. Ruppelt and Dr. Hynek 
were present for both sessions. In the morning, Mr. Ruppelt sone 
tinned his- tiriefing on ATIC collection and analysis sicnoadiateas 
The Project STORK support at Eattelle Memorial Institute, Columbus; 
was deseribed by Dr. Hynek. A mmber of case histories were dis~ 
cussed in detail and a motion picture film of seagulls was shown, 

A two hour break for lunch was taken at 1200. 

THURSDAY ARTERNOON 


At 2400 hours TE ceve a 4O<mimte briefing of 


Project TWINKLE, the investigatory project conducted by the Air 
Force Mateorological Research Center at Cambridge, Mass. In this 
briefing he pointed out the many problems of setting up and manning 
24-hour instrumentation watches of patrol cameras searching for 
sightings of U.F.0.%s. . . 

At 1615 Brig. Gen. William M, Garland joined the meeting with 
AD/SI. General Garland expressed his support of the Panel's 
efforts and stated three personal opinions: 

a, That greater use of Air Force intelligence officers in 

the field (for follow-up investigation) appeared desirable, 
but that they required thorough briefing. 
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bo That vigorous effort should be mde to declassify as many 
of tho reports as possible. 

6. That some imereass in the ATIC sestion devoted to U.¥.0. 
enalysis was indicated. 

This meeting was adjourned at 1700. 


The firth session of the Panel convened at 0900 with the samo 
personnel present as emumersted for Thursday (with the exception 
of Brig. Gen. Garland). | 

From 0900. - 1000 there was gonoral discussion and study of 
reference material, Also, Dr. Rynek read a prepared paper making 
certain observations and conslusions. At 1000 | gave a 
tefefing on his fifteen months experience in Washington es Project 
Office for U.F.0.°s and his pergonal conslusions, There was 
considerable digeussion of individual case histories of sightings 


25X1A 


to whieh ho referred. Following Neos presentation, a 25X1A 


munber of additional case histeries were examined and discussed 


vith Ruppelt, and Rynek, The meeting adjourned 
a% 1200 for lunsheon. 


Thia session opened at 1400. Besides Panel members and CIA 


personnel, Dr. Hynek was present. Poteet ns as Panel 


Member, was present at this meeting for the first time. Progress 
of the mestings was reviewod by the Panel Chairman and tentative 
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sonvlusions reashed. A general discnesion followad ami tentative 
recommendations considered, It was agreed that the Chairman should 
draft a report of the Panel to AD/SI that evening for review by the 
Panel the next morning. The mesting sdjourned at 1715, 
SASUEDAY MORNING 

At 0945 the Chairman epencd the seventh seseton and submitted. 
a rough draft of the Panel Report to the members. This draft had 
been reviewed and approved earlier by aed The next twe 25X1A 
and one=half hours vere sonsumed in discussion and revision of the 
draft, At 1100 the AD/Si joined the meeting and reported that he 
had shown and discussed a copy of the initial rough draft to 
the Director of Intelligence, USAF, whose reaction was favorable. At 
1200 the meeting wae adjourned. 
_ SATURDAY AFTERNOON 

At 1400 the eighth and final meeting of the Panel was opened. 
Discussion and rewording of certain sentences of the Report occupied 
the first hour. (4 copy of the final report is appended a8 Tab C.) 
This was follewed by a review of work accomplished by the Panel 
and restatement of individual Fanel Member's opinions and suggestions 
on detaila that were felt inappropriate for inelusieon in the formed 
report. Tt was agreed that the writer would incorporate these 
comments in an internal report to the AD/SI, The material below 
represents this information. 
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The Panel Mambers were impressed (as have been others, inclué~ 
ing 0/sI soreoeniad): in the lack of sound data in the great majority 
of case histeries; also, in the lack of speedy folloveup dus primarily 
to the medest size and limited facilities of the ATIC section concerted. 
Among the case histories of eigaificant sightings discussed in detail 
were the followings 

‘Bellefontaine, Ohio (1 August 1952); Tremonton, Utah (2 July 1952) 

Great Falls, Montana (15 August 1950); Yaak, Montana (2 September 

1952) Washington, D. C. area (19 July 1952)5 and Haneda A.F.B., 

Japan (§ August 1952), Port Huron, Michigan (29 July 1952); and 

Presque Isle, Maine (10 Osteber 1952). 

After review and discussion of these cases (and about 15 others, 
in less detail), the Panel consluded that reasonable explanations 
could be suggested for most sightings and "by deduction and scientific 
method it could be induced (given additional data) that other cases 
might be explained in a similar mmmer*®. The Panel pointed out that 
because of the brevity of soma sightings (e.g. 23 seconds) and the 
inability of the witnesses to express themselves eleerly (semantics) - 
that conclusive explanations could not be expected for every case 
reported. Furthermore, it was considered that, normally, it would 
be a great waste of effort to try to solve most of the sightings, 
unless such action would benefit a training and educational progran 
(see below), The writings of Charles Fort were referenced to show 


SECRE® 


Approved For Release SOFTER, ? CX RBEMR00560R000100030026-1 


7 Approved For @.::- 2001/08/¢7 2 @MRORS1Ro0sc0MMb0100030026-1 
: ; Scourity Information 


that "strange things in the aky® had been recorded for hundreds of 
years It appeared ebvicas that there was no aingle explanstica 
for a majority of the things seen. The presence of radar and astro= 
nomieal specialists on the Pane] proved of value at exee in their 
confident recognition of phenemen2 related to their fields. It uas 
apparent that specialists in cuch additional fields as psychology, 
motecrology, aerpdynanies, ernitholegy and military air oparations 
woule extend the ability of tho Fanel to pensantee miny moss catoe 
gories of littleskacm phenomena. | 


The Panel cencluded unanimously thet there was no evidense of 
@ disect threat to uations] sceurity in the objects sighted. 
“Instances ef "Foo Mghters” ware cited. Thees vere unsxplained 
phenomena sighted by aircraft pilote during. World War IT in both 
Exropean and Far Enst theaters of operation wherein “balls of Uight* 
would fly near or with the sircraft ond maneuver rapidly. They were 
believed to be elestrostatie (cimtlar to St. Fimo's fire) ev clestre= 
negactie phenomena op posatbly light reflections fron io erystals 
ia tho afr, but their omeet cause or naturo vas never defined. Bott. 
— 25X1A ae Deca eorserned im the imvecSigation of 
those phonomeza, but David P. Griggs (Prefescor of Geonkysies at 
tho University ef Califvernic ab les Angeles) fs be’doved to havea 
been the most knowledgeable parson on this subjest. FP tho term 
"flying saucers” hed been popular im 1943 = 3945, these objects would 
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' have: been so Inbeled. It wos interesting that in at least two 25X1A 


eases reviewed that the object sighted was categorized > 
and MMM es probably "Foo Fighters", to date unexplained but not 
dangerous; they ware not happy thus to diemiss the sightings by 

calling them names. It was their feeling that these phenomena are 

not beyond the domain of present knowledge of physical science; hovever, 


Tt was the Panel's opinion that some of the Air Force concern 
over UsFa0.s (notwithstanding Air Defense Command amctety over fast 


| radar tracks) was probably caused by public pressure. The resvit 
‘today. 4s that the Air Force has instituted a fine channel for 


receiving reports of nearly anything anyone sees in the sky and 
fails to understand. This has been particularly encouraged in popue 
lar articles on this and other subjects, such as space travel and 
science fiction. The result is the mass receipt of low-grade reports 
whieh tend to, overload channels of commnication with material quite 
irrelevant to hostile objects that might some day appear. The Panel 
agreed generally that this mass of poor-quality reports, containing 
little, if any, scientific cate wes of no value. Quite the opposite, 
it was possibly dangerous in having a military service foster public 
Soncern in “nocturnal. meandering lights*. The implicatdion being, 
since the interested agency was military, that these objects were 

or might be potential direct threats to national security. Ascord- 
ingly, the need for deomphasization made iteelf apparent. Comments 


cu a possible educational jwogran are enumerated below. 
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25X1A Zt was the opinion of ae: the "geucer® problem 


had been found to be different in nature from the detecotion an& 
investigation of German Vel and Ve? guided missiles prier to their 
operational use in Werla Wer II, In thie 194391944 intelligence 
eperation (GROSSEOW), there was oxeellent intelligence and by June 
2044 there was material gridenos of the existence of “hardvare® 
ebteined Gran crashed vehislsa 4m Sueden. This ovidomte bie the 
investigating team a basis upen hich to operate. The absence of any 
Charduars’ resulting from unexplained UsF.0. sightings lends a “Wille 
. ofthe wisp) mature to the ATIC problem, The results of thoir invosti~ 
gation, to date, strongly indicate that no evidence of hostile act 
er danger exists. Furthermore, the current reperting system ucuvld 
hove 18ttle value in the ease of detection of ensuy attack ‘by convene 
teanl olseratt os goided missiles; umder such conditions "herduare® 
would be avaliable atest ab once. 


SSETSLGTS OF EMFRATHRRESEIAL GRIGIY 


T% was imterestizg to note that news ef the manbersa of the 
Panel were leath to sccopt that this earth might be visited by extre- 


terrestrial intelligent beings cf some sort, some day. What they did 

not find was any evidence that related the objects sighted to space 
travelers. — in his presentation, showed how he had olim- 
inated each of the knoun and probable causes of sightings leaving hin 
"extrasterrestial” as the only one remining in many cases. 
background as en aeronautical engineer and technical intelligence 25X1A 
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officer (Project Officer, BLUEBOOK for 15 months) could not be 
wlighted. However, the Panel could not accept any of the cases 
sighted ty him because they were raw, unevaluated reports. 
Terrestrial explanations of the sightings were suggested in some 
cases and in others the time of sighting was so short as to cause 
suspicion of visual impressions. It was noted » and 25X14, 
others that extraterrestrial artifacts, if they did exist, are no 
eause for alarms rather, they are in the realm of natural ‘encasna 
subject to scientific study, just as cogmic rays were at the tims 
of their discovery 20 to 30 years ago. This was an attitude in 
vhich MM aia not concur, as he folt that such artifacts 
would be of immediate and great concern not only to the U. 8. but 
to all countries. (Nothing like . common threat to unite peoples$) 
BE nota that present astronomical knowledge of the solar 
system makes the exiatence of intelligent beings (as wo know the 
term) ¢leevhere than on the earth extremely unlikely, and the 
concentration of their attention by any controllable means confined 
to any one continent of the earth quite preposterous. 


TREMONTON, UTAH, SIGHTING 


This case was considered significant because of the excellent 


documentary evidence in the form of Kedachrome motion picture films 
(about 1600 frames), The Panel studied these films, the ease history, 
ATIC°s interpretation, and received a briefing by reprasentatives of 
the USN Photo Interpretation laboratory on their analysis of the 
film. This team had expended (at Air Force request, approximately 
| SECRE® 
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1000 man-hours of professional and sub=professional time in the 
preparation of graph plots of individual frames of the film, showe 
ing apparent and relative motion of objects and variation in their 
light intensity, It was tho opinion of the F.I.L. representatives 
that the objects sighted ware not birds, balloons or aircraft, 
were "not reflections because there was no blinking while passing 
through 60° of are” and were, therefore, "celf=luminous". Flots of 
motion and variation in light intensity of the objests ware dia= 
Played. While the Panel Members were impressed by the evident 
enthusingm, iniustry and extent of effort of the P.Iob. team, thay 
could not sceept the conclusions reached. Some of the reasons fer 
this vere as follows: ; 

@ <A semiespherical objest can readily produce a roflesticn 
of sunlight without “blinking” through 60° of are travel. 

b. Although no data wae available on the "albedo" of birds or 
polyethylene balloons in bright sunlight, the apparent 
motions, sizes and brightnesses of the objeste were 
considered strongly to suggest birds, partieulerly after 
the Panel viewed a short film showing high rafiestivity 
of seagulls in bright sunlight. 

@. P.I.L. deseription of the objects sighted as "eircular, 
bluishewhite" in coler would be expested in canca of 
specular reflections of sunlight from eonvex surfaces where 
the brilliente of the reflestion would obseure other portions 

| of the object, 
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d. Objecte in the Great Falls case were believed to have 
probably boen aireraft, and the bright lights such reflections. 

e. There was no valid reason for the attempt to relate the objects 
in the Tremonton sighting to those in the Great Falls sight= 
ing. This may have been due to misunderstanding in their 
directive. The objecte in the Great Falls sighting are 
strongly suspected of being reflections of aircraft knewun to 
have been in the area. 

£. The intensity change in the Tremonton lights was too great 
for acceptance of the P.I.L. hypothesia that the apparent 
motion and changing intensity of the lights indicated extremely 
high speed in small orbital paths, 

Go Apparent lack of guidance of investigators by theese faniliar 
with U.F.0. reports and explanations. 

ho Analysis of light intensity of objects made from duplicate 
rather than original film. The original film was noted to 
have @ much lighter background (affecting rolative brightness 
of object) and the objects appeared mich less bright. 

i. Method of obtaining data of Might intensity appeared faulty 
because of unsuitability of equipment and questionable 
assumptions in making averages of readings. 

Jo No data had been obtained on the sensitivity of Kedachrome 
film to light of various intensities using the same camera 
type at the same lens openings. 
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k, Hand *jitter"® frequencies (ebtainable from carly part of 
Tremonton film) wore not removed from the plots of the 
"single pasa plots” at the end of the filn. 
Tha Panel believed strongly that the data available en this 
nighting was sufficiont for positive identification if further deta 
is obtained by photegraphing polyethylene *pilicw® balloons released 
near the site under similar weather conditions, checking bird flight 
and reflestion characteristics with competent ernithologists and 
calsulating apparent °G" forces acting upen objects from their appareat 
treeks, It was coneluded thet the reaults of such tests would prob- 
ably lead to ereditable explanations of value in an educational or 
training program, However, the Panel noted that the cost in technical 
menpewer effort required to folley up and ‘expiain every one of ths 
thousand or more reports received through chamels cach year (1,900 in 
1952) could not be justified. It was felt that there will always be 
sightings, for which complete data ie lacking, that can only be 
explained with disproportiozate effort andi with a leng time delay, if 
at all. The jeng delay in explaining a sighting tends to eliminate 
oxy intelligence value, Ths eixeaticnal or training program should 
have a8 a major purpose the clirination of popular feeling that every 
sighting, no matter how poor tho dats, must be explained in detail. 
Attention should be directed to the requirenent among scientists that 
a new phenemena, te be accepted, mat be completely ami convincingly 
deounonted, In other words, the burden ef preef is on the aighter, 
noo the explairer, . 
SECRET et 
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POREVTIAL RELATED DANGERS 
The Panel Members were in agreement with 0/SI epinion that, 


although evidence of any direct threat from these sightings was 
wholly lacking, related dangers might well exist resulting from: 

& Misidentification of actual enemy artifacts by defense 

psrsonnel. 

be Overloading of emergency reporting channels with "faise* 

information ("noise to signal ratio” analogy = 25X14 

6. Subjectivity of public to mass hysteria and greater vule 

nurability to possible eneny psychological warfare. 

Although not the concern of CIA, the first two of those problens 
nay seriously affect the Air Defense intelligence system, and should 
ba studied by experts, possibly under ADC. If U.F.0.%8 besoms dis» 
eredited in a reaction to the "flying saucer" ecare, or if report= 
ing channels are saturated with false and poorly documented reports, 
our eapability of detecting hostile activity wil) be redured. 
a... that more compotent screening or filtering of reported 
sightinge at or near the source is required, and that this can baat 


bo accomplished by an educational program. 


The map prepared by ATIC showing geographic lotations of officially 
reported unexplained sightings (1952 only) was examined ty tho Panel. 
This map showed clusters in certain strategic areas such as les Alamos. 
This might be expleined on the basis of 24=hour watebful guard and 


SEGRE? 
Security Information 
Approved For Release 2001/08/07 GLA RDP81R00560R000100030026-1 


25X1A 


Approved For Fr 2001/08/07 : ClA-ROPS1R00560@Y0100030026-1 


Security Information 


avareness of security measures near such locations. On the other 
hand, there had bean no sightings in the vicinity of sensitive 
related AE establishments while there were cecasionally miltiple 
cases of unexplained sightings in non-strategie areas. Furthermore, 
there appeared to be no logical relationship to population <senters. 
The Panel could find no ready explanation for these clusters. It 
was noted, however, that if terrestrial artifacts were to be observed 
4% would be likely that they would be seen first near foreign areas 
rather than central U. 8. 

Ut ION TO OBTATH DATA 

The Panel was of the opinion that the present ATIC program to 
place 100 inexpensive 35 mn. stereo cameras in the hands of various 
airport control tower operators would probably produce little valu- 
able data related to U.F.0.%s. However, it was recognized that 
guch action would tend to allay public concern in the subject until 
an educational program had taken effect. It was believed that pro» 
evrement of these cameras was partly the result of public pressure 
in July 1952, With the poor results of the year-long Project 
TWINKLE program of 24ehour instrumentation watch (two frames of 
film showing nothing distinguishable), a widespread program of sky= 
watehing would not be expected to yield mech direct data of values. 

There was considerable discussion of a possible "sky patrol" by 25X1A 


amateur astronomers (Hynek) and by wide-angle cameras eo 


and = pointed out that at present a considerable fraction 
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of the sky is noweeand has been for many years-~under surveillance 
every clear nifht in several meteor ani aurora observing programs a8 
well as aky mapping programs at tho various locations listed below. 
Although the attention of these astronomers is largely directed 
toward identified rather than unidentified objecta, no case of any 
otriking unidentified object 1a nom to [MMMMMMEMr Dr. Hynek. Such 
an object would most certainly bo reported if found on patrol plates. 


25X1A 


A ease was cited where an astronomer refused to interrupt his 
exposure in order to photograph an alleged sighting in a different 
part of the sky. This led Dr. Hynek to say that, 1f a program of 
watching could be an adjunct ef planned astronomical programs, little 
eoxt would be involved and that the trained astronomical personnel | 
might ‘photograph a sighting of an unidentified objest. 
fhe location of some of these programs and their directors ere 
believed to bes | 
a. Harvard University, Canbridge and Now Mexico (meteor patrol)=— 
Whipple. 
b. Yerkes Observatory, University of Chicago and Fort Davis, Toxas 
{several programe)—Meinel (auroras), Kuiper (asteroids) % 
Morgan (wide angle camera). 
c. University of Alaska, Fairbanks (aurorae)—-Elvey 
a. Dominion Observatory, Ottawa (meteors)—Miliman 
a, Palomar Observatory, Californie (sky map)=-Minkewskd 
f, Idck Observatory, California (sky map)--Shans . 
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It was agreed by the Panel that no government—sponsored program 
ef optical nation-wide sky patrol is worthwhile at the present time, 
and that the encouragement of emateur astronomers to undertake such 
a program might have the adverse effest of over-emphasizing * flying 
saucer" stories in the public mind. However, the issue of radar ‘scope 
cameras for recording peculiar radar echoes would serve several pur= 
poses, including the better understanding of radar interference as 
well as identification of U.F.0.*s. 

ARP ome) AL 

This characteristic problem of radar operation wherein the pulse 
. signal (of approximately the same frequency) from station A may be 
picked up on the sereen of giation B and show as a highespeed track 
er series of dots was recognized to have probably caused a number of 
U.F.0. reports, This problem was underlined by information peaived 
indicating ADC concern in solving this problem of signal identification 
before service use of very highespeed aircraft or guided missiles 
(195501956) « ie believed that one answer to this problem 
was the use of a "doppler filter” in the receiving circuit. te | 
suggested that the problem might be better solved by the use of A = 25X1A 
“controlled jitter" wherein the operator receiving "very fast tracks" 
(on the order of 1000 10,000 m.p.h.) would operate a circuit whieh 
would alter slightly his station's pulse frequency rate. If the signal 
received on the screen had been caused by mutual interference with 
another station, the track would now show itself at a different distance 
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: 25X1A 
from the center of the screen, 1f it st411 appeared at all. _——= 
felt auch a tachnieal solution vas simpler and would cost much less than 
& "doprler f2itcr*, | 


Two xoperted eases were examined: one at Palomar Mountain, California, 
4m Ortebsr 3949, when cosmic ray counters vent “off scale for 4 few seconds", 
apparently while a *V" of flying ecncars was observed visuallys and ‘wo, a 
series of observations by the "Los Alamos Bird Watchers Association” from 
August 1950 to January 1951, when cosmic ray coincidence counters behaved 
quesriy. Circuit diagrams and records vere available for the letter, and 
GE wo abic quickly to point out that the recorded data were 
undoubtedly due to instrumental effects that would have been recognized 
as such by more experienced observers. 

The implication that radieactive effects were correlated with 
unidentified flying objects in these two cases vas, therefore, rejected 


by the Panel. 


The Panels concept of a bread educational program integrating 
efforts ofall concerned agencies was that it should have two major 
aimst training and "detunking". 

The training aim would result in proper recognition of unusally 
4lluninated objects (e.g., balloons, aircraft reflections) as well es 
natural phenomena (meteors, fireballs, mirages, noctilucent clouds). 
Both visual and radar recognition are concerned. There would be many 
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levels in such sdutation from enlisted personnel to command and research 
personnel Relative emphasis and degree of explanation of different 
programs would correspond to the eategories of duty (e.go, radar operators; 
pilots; control tower operators; Ground Observer Corps personnels and 
officers and enlisted men in ether categories.) This training should 
rosult in a marked reduction in reperts caused by misidentification 

and resultant eonfusien. 

The detunking” agm would result in reduction in public interest 
in "flying saucers" which teday evokes a strong psychological reaction. 
This education could be accomplished by mass media such as television, 
uoticn pictures, and popular articies, Basle of such education would 
be actual cease hieteries which had been puzzling at first but later 
explained, As in the case of conjuring tricks, there is mech leas 
stimiation if the ® secret" 4s know, Sueh a program should tend to 
reduce the current gullibility of the public and consequently their 
susceptibility to clever hestile propaganda. The Panel noted that the 
general absence of Russian propaganda based on a subject with so may 
obvious possibilities for exploitation might indicate a possible Russian 
official policy. 

Members of tho Panel had various suggestions related to the plan- 
ning ef such an educational program. Tt was felt strongly that 
paycholegists familiar with mass psychology should advise on the nature 
and extent ef the program. In this comnection, Dr, Hadley Cantril 
(Prinesten University) was suggested, Cantril authored "Invasion fren 
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Mara", (a study in the peychology of panic, written about the famous 
Orson Welles radic broadcast in 1938) and has since performed advanced 
_laboratery studies in the field of perception. The names of Don Marquis 
(University of Michigan) and Leo Resten were mentioned as possibly 
suitable as consultant psychologista, Also, someones familiar with 
pass commmnication techniques, perhaps an advertising expert, would be 
helpful, Arthur Gedfrey was mentioned as possibly @ valuable channel 25X1A 
ef communication reaching a mass audience of certain levels. Sta 
suggested the U. S. Navy (ORR) Special Devices Center, Sands Point, L. Ie, 
ao a potentially valuable organization to assist in such an educational 
program. The teaching techniques used by this agency for aircraft 
4dentification during the past war was cited as an example of a similar 
educational task, The Jam Handy Ce. which made World War II training 
filme (motion pleture and slide strips) was also suggested, as well as 
Walt Disney, Inc. animated cartoons. Dr. Hynsk suggested that the 
amateur astronomers in the U. S. might be a potential source of enthusie 
astic talent "to spread the gospel”. It was believed that business 
elubs, high schcols, colleges, and television stations would all be 
pleased to cooperate in the showing of desumentary type motion pictures 
if prepared in an interesting mamer, The use of true cases showing 
first the “mystery” and then the "explanation® would be forceful. 

To plan and execute such a program, the Panel believed was no 
mean task, ‘The current investigatory group at ATIC would, of necessity, 
have to bo closely integrated for support with respect to not only the 
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nistorieal cases but the current ones. Recent cases are probably moh 
more susceptible to explanation than older ones; first, because of 
ATIG’s experience and, secondly, their knowledge of most plausible 
explanations. The Panel believed that some expansion of the ATIC effort 
would certainly be required to suppowt such a program. It was believed 
inappropriate to atate exactly how large a Table of Organization would 
be required. Vaptain Ruppelt ef ATIC unofficially proposed, for purposes 
of analyzing and evaluating reportas | 

a, An analysts!’ panel of four officers 
b. Four officer investigators | 

c. A briefing officer 

a. An ADC liaison officer 

e. A weather and balloon data officer 

f. An astecosaieat consuitant 

g. A Group Leader, with administrative assistant, file clerks and 

stenographers. | 

‘This proposal met with genérally favorable comment. The Panel. 
believed that, with ATICs support, the educational program of "train 
ing and debunking” outlined above might be required fer a minimum of 
one and one-half to two years, At the ond of this time, the dangers 
related to *flying sauters® should have been greatly reduced if not 
eliminated. Cooperation from other military services and agencies 
caheaiind (e.ge, Federal Civil Defense Aanintatratdion) would be a 
necessity, In investigating significant eases (such as the Tremonton, 
Uteh, sighting), controlled experiments might be required. An example 
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would be the photographing of "pillow bellecns® at different distances 
under similar weather conditions at the site. | 
The help of one or two psychologists and writers and a subcontractor 
to produce training films would be necessary in addition. The Panel 
contidered that ATICs effortay,. temporarily expanded as necessary, ¢ 
could be most useful in implementing any aetion taken as a result of . 
&te recomendations. Experience and records in ATIC would be of value 
in both the public educational and service training program envisaged. 
25x1A [RM ct teast was of the opinion that after public gullibility 
essened and the service organizations, such as ADC, had been trained 
to sift out the more readily explained spurieus sightings, there would 
still be a role for a very modest-sized ATIC section to cope with the 
residuum of items of possible scientific intelligence value. This 
section should concentrate on energetically following up (perhaps on 
the advice of qualified Air Force Scientific Advisory Board members) ~ 
those cases which seemed to indicate the evidence of unconventional 
enemy artifacts. Reports of such artifacts would be expected to 
arige mainly from Western outpests in far closer proximity to the 
Iron Curtain than Iubbock, Texas? 
UNOFFICIAL INVESTIGATING GROUPS 


The Panel toek cognizance of the existence of such groups as the — 
Civilian Flying Saucer Investigators" (Los Angeles) and the "Aerial 
Phenomena Research Organization (Wisconsiny, It was believed that 
guch organizations should be watched because of their potentially 
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read sightings showid exsur. 


prea’, ‘jntimerts on mass thinking 


The ipparenk irresponsibility and the possible use of suvh groups 
for snbrexsivh mmeposes should be kapt in mind 
Si, IN NUMBER OF 
The conssogua of the Panel was, based upow the history af the 
subject, that the bas of sightinga could be reasonably gine stad 
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TAB A 


REPORT OF THE SCIENTIFIC PANEL 
ON 


UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS JAN 17 1953 


Released in MORI 


1. Pursuant to the request of the Assistant Director for Scientific 
Intelligence, the vndergsigned Panel of Scientific Consultants bas met to 


evaluate auy possibie threat to national security posed by Unidentified 


Flying Sbjecte ("Flyisg Saucers"), and to meke recommendations thereon. 


The Panel bes ceceived the evidence as presented by cognizant intelli- 
gence agencies, primarily the Air Technical Intelligence Center, and has 
revieved s eclecticn cf the best documented incidents. 
2. &s 2 result of tte considerations, the Panel concludes: 
R. Theat the evidence presented on Unidentified Flying 
Objects shova nc indication that these phenomena constitute 
a direct physical th:-vat to national security. 
We firmly velieve tha there le ao residuum of cases which indicates 
phenome which ave attributable to foreign artifacts cepable of hostile 
acta, and that thers is so evideace that the phenomena indicate a need 
Per the veyinien of current sclentific eoncepts . 
3. the Panel gurther concludes: 
B. That the contioved emphasis on the reporting of 
these phenomena dces, im these parious times, result in a 
threat to the orderly functioning of the protective organs 
of the body politic 
We Gite an oxstnojes Hot closssog of channela of somminiceation by irrelevant 


reporia, toe Senger of being Lid hy continued false alarme to ignore real 
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indications of hostile action, and the cultivation of a morbid national. 
psychology in which skillful hostile propaganda could induce bysterical 
vehavior ond harmful distrust of duly constituted euthority. 

4. Im order most effectively to strengthen the national facilities 
for the timely recognition and the appropriate handling of true indications 
of hostile action, and to minimize the soncemitent dangere alluded to 
above, the Panel recommends: j | 

a. That the national security agencies take immediate stepe 
to strip the Unidentified Fiying Onjests of the apecial status they 
have been given and the aure of mystery they have unfortunately 
acquired; 

>. That the national security ageacies institute policies 

on intelligence, training, and public education designed to prepare 

the material defenses and the mornle of the country to recognize 

moat promptly and to react most effectively to true indications 

of hostile intent or action. 

We suggest that these aims may be achirved by an integrated program 
designed to reassure the public of the total lack of evidence of inimical 
forces behind the phenomena, te train personnel to recognize and reject 
false indications quickly and effectively, and to atrengthen reguiar 
chaneets for the evaluation of and prompt reaction to true indications: 
of hostile measures - 


fal. Lloyd ¥. Berkner 


Serer paae, Srey pan. ween eo Se 


Associated Universities, inc. 


/s/_ H. f BP. _Robertaca . Shad oman 
Galifornis I: “Tretitute of Technology fef S S. A- Goudamit 


Sroskhaven Wahional “Tenoratories 
Luis ¥. Alvarez Sex 
mii of California - /ef/__ Thornton Page 
Gans Hoge Hopkins University 
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SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY PANEL ON 
Released in MORI UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS 


VU = 17 Janary 1953 


EVIDENCE PRESENTED 


1. 


Zo 


30 


ho 
30 


Seventy-five case histories of sightings 1951 ~ 1952 (selected by 
ATIC as those best documented). 


ATIC Status and Progress Reporte of Project GRDUCE and Project 
BIJE BOOK (code namep for ATIC study of subject). 


Progress Reports of Project STORK (ecde name for Battelle Memorial 
Institute contract work supporting ATIC). 


Summary Report of Sightings at Holieman Air Foree Base, New Mexico. 


Report of USAF Research Center, Cambridge, Mass., Investigation of 
"Green Firebell" Phenomena (Projoct TWINKLE). 


Subline of Investigation of U.F.0.'s Proposed by Kirtland Air Force 
Bese {Project POUNCE). 


Motion Pieture Films of sightings at Tremonton, Utah, 2 duly 1952 
and Great Falls, Montana, August 1950. 


Summary Repert of 89 seleated cases of sightings of various 
sategories (Formations, Blinking Lights, Howering, ete.). 


Draft, of mamale "How to Make a PLYOBRPI®, prepared at ATIC, 


Chart Showing Plot of Geographic Location of Unaxplained Sightings 
in the United States during 1952, 


Chart Showing Balloon Launching Sites in the United States. 


Charts Showing Selected Actual Balloon Flight Paths and Relation 
to Reparted Sichtings. 


Charts Showing Frequency of Reports of Sightings, 1948 = 1952. 
Charts Showing Categories of Explanations of Sightings. 
Kodachrome Transparencies of Folyethylane Film Balloons in Bright 
Sunlight Showing High Reflectivity. 
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16. Motion pletwrs« of seagulls in bright sunlight showin high relia: rity. 
17, Tntelligeme Reports Relating to U.S.S.R. Interast in U. &. Sigiri-cngs. 


18, Samples of Official USAr ae Form: and Cepies ef Feriinont. 
Air Fores, Army and Navy Orders Relatinz to Subject. 


19, Sample Polyethylene "Fitle" lelleon (44 inehee equere). 


20, “Variations ia Radar Soverave”, JTANP 102 (Meme dliustreting wicaual 
operating characteriaties of Serrtiee yadar). 


ai. Miseeliencous official lstitern ami fureten intelliveney reports 
dealing with subjer.. 


ge. Geples of popular plblivhed work: dexling with mubtest (ariicies 
in perfedicals, newapaper vinings and bookm) . 
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SSTENTIFIC ADVISORY PANE. ON 


UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS 
Released in MORI 34 o 17 Jamary 1953 


NENERES CLATIZATION 


Qe. He P, Reberteon (Chaieman) > Lifernia Institute Physics, weapons 
i. Technology systens 


Bro Jais Wo Aivures University ef Physies, radex 
Ga lifernia 


Re. tleyd Vo Berkner Assesiated Univer= 
sities, Ise. 


Peo Sermel, Goudemtt Beockheven National 
lasoreteries 


Office of Research 
Gpugrationa, Johns 
Hoskins University 


Cxle State Univera 
aloy 


Me, Fradapiok ©, Ourart Aiwciue D, lattice, Reakets, guided 


SORRY EES 


Belg. Gem, Willen M, Garland CGsisnnding General, Scientific and. 
Alss sechniea! fnielide 
genes 


Dr. d, Marshall, Suedee Ll Aguisitens Direscar » selertitie an? 
Of5T,, OTA pachaier!, Intell fe 
gezee 


Meo Reiph LL, Glark Reapty Aasiatent Sclemtifie end 


Divastor » Ofss fg OTA technteal intel ite 
fouse 
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